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AUDITOR'S REPORT




To the Members of the Board of Selectmen
Town of Franconia
Franconia, New Hampshire 03580
We have audited the accompanying general purpose financial statements and the combining
and individual fund financial statements of the Town of Franconia, New Hampshire as of, and
for the year ended December 31, 1996, as listed in the table of contents. These financial
statements are the responsibiUty of the Town's management. Our responsibility is to express
an opinion on these financial statements based on our audit.
We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards. Those
standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about
whether the financial statements are free of material misstatement. An audit includes exam-
ining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the financial
statements. An audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant
estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the overall financial statement presen-
tation. We believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion.
As is the practice with many New Hampshire municipalities, the Town of Franconia, New
Hampshire has not maintained a record of its general fixed assets and, accordingly, a state-
ment of general fixed assets, required by generally accepted accounting principles, is not
included in the financial report.
As explained in Note 3, the Water Fund is reported as a Special Revenue Fhnd, whereas
generally accepted accounting principles require that it be reported as an Enterprise Fund.
In our opinion, except for the effect on the financial statements of the omission described in
the third paragraph and except as noted in the fourth paragraph, the general purpose finan-
cial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material respects, the financial position
of the Town of Franconia, New Hampshire as of December 31, 1996, and the results of its
operations and cash flows of its similar trust fund types for the year then ended in conformity
with generally accepted accounting principles. Also, in our opinion, the combining and indi-
vidual fund financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material respects, the
financial position of each of the individual funds of the Town of Franconia, New Hampshire as
of December 31, 1996, and the results of operations of such funds and the cash flows of
nonexpendable trust funds for the year then ended in conformity with generally accepted ac-
counting principles.
Our audit was made for the purpose of forming an opinion on the general purpose financial
statements taken as a whole and on the combining and individual fund financial statements.
The accompanying financial information listed as the supplemental schedule in the table of
contents is presented for purposes of additional analysis and is not a required part of the
financial statements of the Town of Franconia, New Hampshire. Such information has been
subjected to the auditing procedures applied in the audit of the general purpose, combining
and individual fund financial statements and, in our opinion, is fairly presented in all material
respects in relation to the financial statements of each of the respective individual funds taken
as a whole.
Very truly yours,
Francis J. Dineen, C.EA.
February 7, 1997
AUDITOR'S TRANSMITTAL AND COMMENTARY LETTER
FRANCIS J. DINEEN & CO.
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS







Franconia, New Hampshire 03580
Members of the Board:
In planning and performing our audit of the financial statements of the Town of Franconia,
New Hampshire for the year ended December 31, 1996, we considered the Town's internal
control structure to determine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing
an opinion on the financial statements and not to provide assurance on the internal
control structure.
However, during our audit we became aware of the following conditions that should be
corrected in order to strengthen internal controls and operating efficiency. This letter does not
affect our report dated February 7, 1997, on the financial statements of the Town of Franconia,
New Hampshire.
Our following remarks are being made in the hope that they will improve existing
procedures and are in no way a criticism of Town personnel.
1. Town Clerk Receipts
Cash receipts of the Town Clerk are not being deposited on a timely basis.
Recommendation
Receipts should be turned over to the Treasurer for deposit on a weekly basis
or whenever the total exceeds $500.00.
2. Principal Balances of Trust Funds
Currently the Trustee's of Trust Funds and the Library Trustees are not separately
tracking the accumulated principal and income of the nonexpendable Trust Funds as
required by State law.
Recommendation
All interest and dividends earned and expenditures from nonexpendable Trust Rinds
must be tracked separately from accumulated principal, additions to principal and
capital gains and losses to ensure that the corpus remains intact.
3. Tax Collector's Records
During the course of our audit of the Tax Collector's records, we noted the following
conditions that should be corrected:
(a) Tax Collector receipts are not always being deposited on a timely basis. In the weeks
subsequent to the mailing of the property tax bills some payments received by the
Town remained unprocessed for up to a month and deposits are only being made
once a week. Faster turnover and more frequent deposits are needed.
(b) Resident taxes are being collected by Town personnel other than the Tax Collector
thus reducing the internal control inherent in the tax collection system.
(c) Tax Hens are not being released within the required thirty days subsequent to
payment in full by the taxpayer
(d) Formal, signed abatements appear to be issued after the fact. Abatements should be
issued by the Selectmen, remitted to the Tax Collector, atwhich point the taxes should
be removed from the system.
Recommendation
The Tax Collector should familiarize herself with the laws and regulations that
govern the procedures to be followed by a Tax Collector.
4. Reconcile Treasurer's Records With Town's Computerized Records Monthly
We experienced difficulty at year-end in reconciling the Ti*easurer's records to the
Town's computerized records.
Recommendation
We recommend that the Treasurer and Selectmen's Assistant reconcile their
respective cash receipts, disbursements and cash balances to each others records on
a monthly basis.
BALANCE SHEET




Adjustment for Bank Error 48.77
Yield Tax Account 5,534.92 $261,301.82
Investments (NH-PDIP)
Taxes Receivable
Property Taxes Receivable - Current








Due from Other Funds (Water Dept.) 5,000.00
Due from Capital Reserve Funds (Life Squad Van) 1,397.42
TOTAL ASSETS $924,314.95
LIABILITIES
Accounts/Warrants Payable - 1996 $10,104.91
Accrued Payroll - 1996 5,245.67
Due to School Districts
Profile School District $219,866.00
Lafayette Regional School District 382,451.00 602,317.00
Due to State of New Hampshire 1,581.00




1988 - Article 10 - Shared Services 3,233.48
1993 - Article 5 - Library Restoration 1,637.75
1994 - Article 10- Paint Highway Garage 671.20
1995 - Article 3 - Handicap Ramp 1,106.07
1995 - Article 4 - Library/Museum Study 996.50 7,645.00
Unreserved, Undesignated Fund Balance 295,151.37
TOTAL FUND EQUITY 302,796.37
TOTAL LIABILITIES and FUND EQUITY $924,314.95
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Total Town Appropriations $ 878,104.00
Revenues (407,459.00)
Net Town Appropriations 470,645.00
Net School Assessments 1,244,677.00
Net County Assessments 146,973.00
Total of Town, School, County 1,862,295.00
Less Shared Revenue (8,756.00)
Add Overlay 15,495.00
Credits 3,650.00
Property Taxes to be Raised 1,872,684.00
Less Credits (3,600.00)
Adjustments for computer rounding calculations 74.00
Taxes Committed to Collector $1,869,158.00
1996 Tax Rate (Per $1,000.00 Valuation)
Town
STATEMENT OF BONDED DEBT
Town of Franconia - December 31, 1996
Showing Annual Maturities of Outstanding Long Term Notes & Bonds
No Outstanding Debt
SCHEDULE OF TOWN PROPERTY
TOWN CLERK'S REPORT
for the Year Ending December 31, 1996
Cash Basis
T. , • , T5 • ^ +• $108,373.50

















J .. • 435.00
Certified Copies
UCC & IRS Filings
^g^ ^^
Marriage Licenses -./.i/nn
1 A X n 1,614.UU
Municipal Agent b ees






Levy of 1996 - Property & Resident Taxes
DEBITS









Overpayment of Property Taxes
Interest Collected on Property Taxes

























Land Use Change Tax
Yield Tax













Levy of 1995 - Property & Resident Taxes
DEBITS




Interest & Penalties Collected on Property Taxes
Resident Tax Penalties
















Levy of 1994 & Prior Years - Property & Resident Taxes
DEBITS
Uncollected Taxes - January 1, 1996
Property Taxes
UNREDEEMED TAXES FROM TAX LIEN

















Grima, Richard J., Sr.
Harris, Harriet




















































































From PNB NOW -0-
Interest Earned 39.62 39.62
W/Ds to Checking ' (4,371.44 ) (4,371.44)
Ending MMTA Balance $ -0-
NH-PDIP ACCOUNT
Beginning Balance $107,251.18
From PNB NOW 500,000.00
Interest Earned 9,776.36 509,776.36
W/Ds to Checking (385,000.00) (385,000.00)
Ending FRAN-NHPDIP $232,027.54
ENDING CASH BALANCE $487,794.44
LAND USE FUND
Beginning Balance $61,463.60















Deposits from Checking 294.18
Interest Earned 274.68 274.68
W/Ds to Checking (294.18)
Ending Balance $5,534.92 $5,534.92
20
McLACHLIN MEMORIAL TRUST FUND
PNB - CD Account
Beginning Balance $2,432.47 $2,432.47
PNB Interest Matured CD 64.49 64.49
Close out Withdrawn Transfer (2,496.96 )
Ending PNB CD Balance ' $ -0-




Interest Earned 91.33 91.33
Ending Balance $2,859.29 $2,859.29
FRANCONIA MUSEUM FUND
NH-PDIP
Beginning Cash Balance $99,754.92
Contribution 260.00
Interest Earned 2,053.72
Close out Withdrawal (102,068.64)





















Revenue from Taxes (excluding tax lien levy) $1,953,107.45
Interest & Penalties gg 073 oo
Licenses, Permits & Fees hq rjrj^ gg
Federal Government 20 653 00




Election, Registration & Vital Statistics 30.00
Financial Administration 561.42
Planning & Zoning 3^2 oo
Government Buildings i^q 79
Cemeteries 2 298 07
Insurance
j^5 qq





Forest Fire ' ggg'ss
Emergency Phone 1,014.50
Highways & Streets i 231.42
Solid Waste Disposal 33 342 33
Welfare
'llO.OO
Parks & Recreation J3 ygg gy
Library ' ^^q
Conservation 3qq qq
Interest on Investments 12 322 81
Special Revenue Funds
j^g gQQ qq




TRANSFER ACCOUNTS (In & Out)
Cash Transfer
$ 887,068.64
Water Department 3 797 ^q
BC/BS-Lovett
3 YJ4 ^2









DETAILED STATEMENT OF REVENUES
REVENUE FROM TAXES
Property Taxes (excluding tax lien levy) $1,934,633.94
Land Use Change Taxes 4,540.00
Resident Taxes 4,005.00
Yield Taxes 9,928.51 $1,953,107.45
INTEREST AND PENALTIES 68,073.00
LICENSES, PERMITS & FEES
Motor Vehicle Permits 110,081.00
Building Permits 955.00
Business Permits 25.00
Other Permits & Fees 5,714.65 116,775.65
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 20,653.00
STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
Shared Revenue Block Grant 35,988.67




Copies and Printouts 76.40






Worker's Compensation 2.87 2,536.94




Unemployment Compensation 61.42 561.42
Planning and Zoning
Public Hearing Fees 772.00
Zoning Ordinances 40.00 812.00
Government Buildings
Chairs/Tables Rental 61.25
Rental of Main Hall 50.00
Unemployment Compensation 61.42















Police Reports & Photos































Town of E aston






























Summer Recreation Fees 7,243.80
Donation-Baseball Equipment 100.00
Town of Easton 2,918.10
Town of Sugar Hill 6,030.74
Sale of T-Shirts 204.00
Icemaking 753.55
Unemployment Compensation 87.74















Life Squad Van Reserve Fund-Article 10
New Equipment Reserve Fund-Article 2
Reassessment Reserve Fund-Article 16
Fire Truck Reserve Fund
CEMETERY TRUST FUNDS
TOTAL REVENUES
















Life Squad Rescue Van 30,000.00
McLachlin Memorial Fund 271.00
Museum Fund 260.00 30,531.00






Accrual Basis (Including Articles)
GENERAL GOVERNMENT
Executive (Incl. 1988 Art. 10) $ 56,505.72
Election, Registration & Vital Statistics 9,359.35
Financial Administration 24,879.03
Revaluation of Property (Incl. 1994 Art. 16) 19,902.80
Legal Expense (Incl. Legal Reserve Fund) 3,422.41
Planning and Zoning 5,569.98
General Government Building 40,618.28
Cemeteries 8,746.24
Insurance 7,854.00






Emergency Management (Forest Fire) 2,088.55
Emergency Phone Line (8123) 7,598.06
HIGHWAYS AND STREETS
Highways and Streets 176,127.98
Street Lighting 16,518.60










General Expenses (Incl. 1989 & 1990 Art. 3) 2,646.25








Special Revenue Fund (Library Appropriation) 13,814.00
Capital Reserve Funds 17,000.00
ABATEMENTS AND REFUNDS 8,337.68
SUB-TOTAL $926,420.97
PAYMENTS TO OTHER GOVERNMENTS
Grafton County $ 148,835.00
School Districts 1,174,240.00
State of New Hampshire 1,581.00
TOTAL EXPENDITURES $2,251,076.97
TRANSFER ACCOUNTS (In & Out)
Cash Transfer $1,002,594.64
Water Department 8,780.73
BC/BS - Lovett 3,714.12
Conservation 2,000.00
Donations 30,000.00

















RSA Updates & Law Books 773.15
Supplies 542.99
Telephone 852.35








Medicare Social Security 489.14
Retirement
Employee Contribution 2,041.60
Town Contribution 609.60 2,651.20
Social Security
Unemployment Compensation 67.81 $ 56,505.72
Election, Registration & Vital Statistics
























Bank Charge/Wire Transfers 40.00
Bank Service Charge/Peoples 592.91
Bank Overdraft Charge/Peoples 300.00





















Reassessment Capital Reserve Fund
Legal Expenses
General Expenses
Legal Capital Reserve Fund
Planning & Zoning
General Expenses





































Opening and Closing Graves
Fence


















Advertising and Regional Assoc.
Chamber of Commerce 7,000.00





Dues & Subscriptions 197.50
Gasoline 2,840.22







Kennel Fees - Stray Dogs 200.00
Miscellaneous 200.03
































March 11, 1997 - 7:30 PM
PoUs open from 1:00 PM to 8:00 PM
ARTICLE 1. To choose all necessary Town Officers for the ensuing year. (By ballot)
ARTICLE 2. To raise such sums ofmoney as may be necessary to defray Town charges for the
ensuing year and make appropriations of the same, as set forth in the following budget:
GENERAL GOVERNMENT
Executive $57,851.00
Election, Registration & Vital Statistics 8,698.00
Financial Administration 26,550.00
Revaluation of Property 6,000.00
Legal Expenses 1,000.00
Planning and Zoning 5,545.00
General Government Buildings 43,118.00
Cemeteries 10,000.00
Insurance 8,000.00
Advertising and Regional Associations 6,156.00
(Chamber of Commerce 5,000.00)







Emergency and 8123 Phone Lines 8,520.00
HIGHWAYS and STREETS 186,842.00
(General Expenses 72,110.00)
(Salaries & Wages 77,175.00)




SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL 83,561.00
HEALTH & HOSPITALS 5,313.00
(N.C. Home Health 2,019.00)
(White Mtn. Mental Health 1,267.00)

















Bridge Reserve Fund 2,000.00
TOTAL $783,297.00
ARTICLE 3. To see if the Town will vote to appropriate the sum of ten thousand dollars
($10,000.00) to be added to the Fire Truck Capital Reserve Fund previously established and
authorize the transfer of ten thousand dollars ($10,000.00) from the Town's surplus to the
Trustees of the Trust Funds for this purpose. The Selectmen recommend this appropriation.
ARTICLE 4. To see if the Town will vote to appropriate the sum of ten thousand dollars
($10,000.00) to be added to the Police Cruiser Capital Reserve Fund previously estabhshed
and authorize the transfer often thousand dollars ($10,000.00) from the Town's surplus to the
Trustees of the Trust Funds for this purpose. The Selectmen recommend this appropriation.
ARTICLE 5. To see if the Town will vote to appropriate the sum of twelve thousand dollars
($12,000.00) to be added to the Reassessment Reserve Fund previously established and
authorize the transfer of twelve thousand dollars ($12,000.00) from the Town's surplus to
Trustees of the Trust Funds for this purpose. The Selectmen recommend this appropriation.
ARTICLE 6. To see if the Town will vote to transfer ten thousand dollars ($10,000.00) from the
Equipment Capital Reserve Fund previously estabhshed to the Sidewalk Plow Capital
Reserve Fund previously estabhshed. The Selectmen recommend this transfer
.
ARTICLE 7. To see if the Town will vote to create an expendable general trust fund under the
provisions of RSA 31:19-a, to be known as the Town Building Maintenance Rmd, for the
purpose of maintaining the Town Building and to appropriate and transfer ten thousand
dollars ($10,000.00) from the Town's surplus to this fund for this purpose and to designate the
Selectmen as agents to expend. The Selectmen recommend this appropriation.
ARTICLE 8. To see if the Town will vote to create an expendable trust fund under the
provisions ofRSA 31 :19-a, to be known as the Sidewalk Improvement Fund, for the purpose of
repairing and replacing the Town's sidewalks and to appropriate and transfer five thousand
dollars ($5,000.00) from the Town's surplus to this fund for this purpose and to designate the
Selectmen as agents to expend. The Selectmen recommend this appropriation.
ARTICLE 9. To see if the Town will vote to create an expendable trust fund under the
provisions ofRSA 31 :19-a, to be known as the Highway Improvement Fund, for the purpose of
improving the Town's roads and to appropriate and transfer twenty-five thousand dollars
($25,000.00) from the Town's surplus to this fund for this purpose and to designate the
Selectmen as agents to expend. The Selectmen recommend this appropriation.
ARTICLE 10. To see if the Town will vote to purchase the Heath property at 553 Main Street
(Map 13, Lot 01) for the purpose of a museum and to request the Trustees of the Trust Funds
to expend monies from the Museum Fund for this purpose. This amount would be the agreed
upon sales price of seventy-one thousand dollars ($71,000.00) and associated closing costs.
ARTICLE 11. To see if the Town will vote to lease the property at 553 Main Street
(Map 13/Lot 01) to the Franconia Area Heritage Council, a non-profit organization, for a
period of ten years, at a rate of a dollar per year, for the purpose of establishing and operating
a Franconia Town Museum and to authorize the expenditure of the remaining Museum Fund
by the Franconia Area Heritage Council for the purpose of repairing and restoring the
building as a museum. The aforementioned lease to be negotiated on behalf of the Town by the
Board of Selectmen.
ARTICLE 12. If the Town votes not to purchase the Heath property as per Article 10 above,
will the Town then vote to authorize the Franconia Area Heritage Council to acquire and
expend the Museum Fund to purchase, repair, and restore the Heath property at 553 Main
Street for the purpose of estabhshing and operating a Franconia Town Museum, subject to the
approval of the Grafton County Probate Court?
ARTICLE 13. To see if the Town will vote to appropriate the sum of fifty- five thousand dollars
($55,000.00) to purchase a 1986 Cat 120G Grader with attachments and to authorize the
expenditure of fifty-five thousand dollars ($55,000.00) from the Town's surplus for this
purpose. The Selectmen recommend this appropriation.
ARTICLE 14. To see ifthe Town will vote to appropriate the sum of eighteen thousand dollars
($18,000.00) to purchase a pickup truck for use in the maintenance of the town buildings, parks,
and cemeteries and to authorize the expenditure of eighteen thousand dollars ($18,000.00)
from the Town's surplus for this purpose. The Selectmen recommend this appropriation.
ARTICLE 15. To see if the Town will vote to appropriate the sum of two hundred ninety-five
thousand dollars ($295,000.00) for the purpose of repairing and restoring the Dow Avenue
Bridge and to authorize the withdrawal of forty-five thousand dollars ($45,000.00) from the
Bridge Capital Reserve Fund and authorize the expenditure of fourteen thousand dollars
($14,000.00) from the Town's surplus for this purpose. The remaining two hundred thirty-six
thousand dollars ($236,000.00) to be received from the State of New Hampshire's Bridge Aid
Fund. The Selectmen recommend this appropriation.
ARTICLE 16. To see if the Town will vote to appropriate the sum of five thousand four
hundred dollars ($5,400.00) for the purpose of establishing; a PoUce Department Bike Patrol
and to authorize the expenditure of five thousand four hundred dollars ($5,400.00) from the
Town's surplus for this purpose. The Selectmen recommend this appropriation.
ARTICLE 17. To see if the Town will vote to appropriate the sum of two thousand dollars
($2,000.00) to purchase a planning map from Cartographic Assoc. Inc., to include property
Knes, severe soils, slopes greater than 10%, wetlands, 100-year flood plain and aquifers, for use
by the Planning Board and to authorize the expenditure of two thousand dollars ($2,000.00)
from the Town's surplus for this purpose. The Selectmen recommend this appropriation.
ARTICLE 18. To see if the Tovm will vote to appropriate the sum of six thousand five hundred
dollars ($6,500.00) for the purpose of improving the skating rink and authorize the
expenditure of six thousand five hundred dollars ($6,500.00) from the Town's surplus for this
purpose. This will be a non-lapsing account as per RSA 32:3 VI and will not lapse until the
improvements have been completed or in five years, whichever is less. The Selectmen
recommend this appropriation.
ARTICLE 19. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of four hundred
five dollars ($405.00) for the purpose of establishing a Regional Airport Authority. The
participating members of the Authority would be responsible primarily for the costs
associated with generating new sales and business opportunities for its member communities.
The Selectmen recommend this appropriation.
ARTICLE 20. To see if the Town will vote to modify the elderly exemptions from property tax
in the Town of Franconia based on assessed value, for qualified taxpayers, to be as follows: for
a person 65 yrs. to 75 yrs., $10,000.00, for 75 yrs. to 80 yrs., $15,000.00, for 80 yrs. and older,
$20,000.00. To qualify, the person must have been a New Hampshire resident for at least
five years, own the real estate individually or jointly, or if the real estate is owned by such
person's spouse, they must have been married for at least five years. In addition, the taxpayer
must have a net income of not more than $13,400.00 or, if married, a combined income of less
than $20,400.00; and own assets not in excess of $35,000.00 excluding the value of the person's
residence.
ARTICLE 21. To see if the Town will vote to delegate the duties and responsibilities of the
Cemetery Trustees to the Board of Selectmen.
ARTICLE 22. To see if the Town will vote to reclassify to Class V that portion of Wallace Hill
Road, from the Bethlehem town line to a point 200 feet south of the intersection of the
northerly boundary line of tax map 3, lot 1 with said road, and to reclassify Wallace Hill Road
from that point to Skyhne Drive as Class VI. Wallace Hill Road, south of Skyline Drive,
will remain Class V
ARTICLE 23. To see if the Town will vote to reclassify Coal Hill Road from the northerly
boundary hne ofmap 11, lot lA to the end of the road as a highway to summer cottages as per
RSA 231:79.
ARTICLE 24. To see if the Town will vote to accept Beechwood Lane and Evergreen Drive
as Town Roads, being said roads were duly constructed under Town supervision to Town
specifications, and being that the eight existing homes and remaining homesites currently
contribute approximately $20,000.00 per year in taxes to the Town. By petition.
ARTICLE 25. To see if the Town will vote to accept Rockwood Road as a Town Road which was
constructed to Town specifications and was, at that time, approved by the Selectmen as
meeting town specifications. By petition.
ARTICLE 26. To see if the Town will vote to adopt the provisions of RSA 72:l-c which
authorize any town to elect not to assess, levy, and collect a resident tax.
ARTICLE 27. To see if the Town will vote to adopt the provisions of RSA 202-A: 4-d
authorizing the Library Trustees to accept gifts of personal property, other than money,
which may be offered to the Library for any public purpose, provided however, that no
acceptance of personal property by the Library Trustees shall be deemed to bind the Town
or the Library Trustees to raise, appropriate, or expend any public funds for the operation,
maintenance, repair, or replacement of such personal property.
ARTICLE 28. To hear the reports of agents, auditors, committees, or other officers
heretofore chosen and to pass any vote relative thereto.





BUDGET OF THE TOWN OF FRANCONIA - REVENUE
BUDGET OF THE TOWN OF FRANCONIA - EXPENDITURES
PURPOSE OF APPROPRIATION









Town Buildings & Grounds
Cemeteries
Insurance























































































































































Grafton County Senior Citizens
Hospice of Littleton Area
North Country Home Health









































































Bridge Reserve Fund-Annual Payment 2,000.00
Fire Truck Reserve Fund 5,000.00
Sidewalk Plovi^ Reserve Fund 10,000.00 17,000.00
ABATEMENTS AND REFUNDS 8,337.68
PAYMENTS TO OTHER GOVERNMENTS
Grafton County Tax 148,835.00
School Taxes
Lafayette Regional School District 682,693.00
Profile School District 491,547.00 1,174,240.00
State of New Hampshire
Marriage License Fees 1,026.00
Vital Record Search Fees 555.00 1,581.00
TOTAL EXPENDITURES
















Donations-Life Squad Rescue Van




VALUATION OF FIRE DEPARTMENT EQUIPMENT
VALUATION OF POLICE EQUIPMENT
VALUATION OF HIGHWAY EQUIPMENT





For The Twelve Months Ended December 31, 1996
REVENUES
Water Fees & Other Charges






Town of Franconia, Payroll
PSNH
Contract Labor







































For The Year Ending December 31, 1996
ASSETS
NH Public Deposit Investment Pool $41,268.98
Cash on Hand-Checking Account 15,864.15
Water Fees Due 32,961.94


















For The Twelve Months Ended December 31, 1996
REVENUES
Water Fees & Related Charges





Town of Franconia, Wages & Worker's Compensation
Public Service Co. of NH
NHDES & Private Water Testing
Franconia Hardware, Inc.
Falcon Well Drilling



































For The Year Ending December 31, 1996
ASSETS
NH Public Deposit Investment Pool $103,172.43
Cash on Hand-Checking Account 13,590.09

































Unreserved designated fund balance








STATEMENT OF REVENUES & EXPENDITURES
For The Twelve Months Ended December 31, 1996
REVENUES
From the Town of Franconia General Fund
From the Library Trust Funds
Donations
Fines, lost books, book sales, copies, etc.



























Excess of Expenditures over Revenues
Fund Balance, January 1, 1996












































ABBIE GREENLEAF LIBRARY - DIRECTOR'S REPORT
Services: Items Loaned
FRANCONIA & FRANCONIA/MITTERSILL WATER DEPARTMENTS
AH! New England ~ From the near drought of *95 to the wettest year of record, we've
experienced a very busy 1996.
In three days during the January thaw, the Water Department road was washed away twice,
at Mittersill, the pump house flooded, the snow-making building roof was blown off, the Inn
developed a huge underground leak and downtown, the Gale Reservoir overflow froze,
flooding Coal Hill Road.
In May, as a result ofthat road washout, we experienced a bacteria problem in the McGowan
Reservoir. It was removed from use and wouldn't return until extensive repair.
June brought high copper levels at the new elementary school, just a lot of new piping and
no real problem.
In July, we began the McGowan repairs including: sill, roof support and concrete inside
walkway replacement, inner and outer sealing of a dry pore crack along 80% of the existing
reservoir walls, new concrete piers to support walkway and roof, removal of existing
spring sediment basin, re-grading of the road, widening of ditches and installation of three
new culverts.
In late summer, extremely high ground water levels caused bacteria problems in both
water systems, emergency chlorination was established and will, vnth the State and ER^
requirements, soon become a permanent necessity.
In September, we completed EPA mandated Phase II and V of testing of all five sources
with excellent results.
November brought installation of the long planned underground conduit for electrical
service to Mittersill wells and pump house. The electrical wiring phase is on-going, to be
completed by spring.
In December, we completed yet another (fourth) round of lead/copper testing on both
systems.
Both systems show continued improvement, however, the increased time demands of
required testing with its associated paper work, the necessary on-going updates and repairs,
all point to hiring a full time operator in the very near future.
Our special thanks to:
David Ainsworth - Lawns, Landscaping & More Rene Wills - Wills Electric
Bob Anthony - Builder Bob Peckett & Sons - Excavating
Bruce Bunker - White Mt. Concrete Jerry Landry - PSNH
A. D. Rossi - Concrete Sealing Terry & Kathy Welch -






During 1996, the Franconia Police Department has shown a significant increase in motor
vehicle activity. This was due to reports fi:"om concerned citizens requesting an increased
presence in a particular area due to speeding vehicles. As you are aware, an officer cannot be
in all places at the same time. We greatly appreciate the pubUc's involvement in helping us to
deter motor vehicle violations. We encourage your participation in crime prevention and
welcome any reports you may wish to pass on to us. Our commitment to the community for a
safer environment vdll be achieved through the cooperation of the toMTispeople and the
officers of the Franconia Pohce Department. I encourage the pubKc to get to know your
officers.
I would like to take this opportunity to extendmy sincere gratitude to my fellow officers for
all the hard work they have shown in 1996. Their professionalism and team work are a great































Although Franconia sustained no structure fires in 1996, the Fire Department saw the busiest
year in its history, just surpassing last year's record of 87 calls. Compared to last year, we saw
an increase in alarm activations ~ false alarms triggered by automatic systems - from 9 to 13.
We saw a decline in automobile incidents from 40 to 29. (There were three moose colhsions in
1996.) Mutual aid calls also declined from 16 to 11. Five of the mutual aid responses were to
Littleton.
The miscellaneous calls were dominated by 13 incidents involving downed power Hues due
to bad weather Other calls ranged from blocked chimneys to downed gliders.
The demand on our manpower was very significant, and the department's 20 members
continue to demonstrate a commendable willingness to serve their community. In total, they
logged 710 hours responding to emergencies during 1996. In addition they attended more than
300 hours of training and scheduled meetings.
The Fire Department invites any willing citizen to join the department. There is plenty of
work.
The department's fire prevention activities included a program at the elementary school
and scheduled inspections of private and public properties with the assistance of the State
Fire Marshall's office. We appreciate the cooperation of property owners in bringing their
properties up to code.
We wish to thank all citizens who have supported our efforts.
Respectfully submitted,
WiUiam Mead, Sr., Chief
56
REPORT OF TOWN FOREST FIRE WARDEN
AND STATE FOREST RANGER
To aid your Forest Fire Warden, Fire Department and State Forest Ranger, contact your
local Warden or Fire Department to find out if a permit is required before doing any open
burning. Violations of RSA 227-L:17, the fire permit law and the other burning laws of the
State of New Hampshire are misdemeanors punishable by fines of up to $2,000 and/or a year
in jail. Violators are also liable for all fire suppression costs.
There are ten Forest Rangers who work for the N.H. Division of Forests and Lands, Forest
Protection Bureau. State Forest Rangers are available to assist communities with forest fire
suppression, prevention and training programs as well as the enforcement of forest fire and
timber harvest laws. If you have any questions regarding forest fire or timber harvest laws
please call our office at 271-2217.
The State of New Hampshire operates 15 fire towers, 2 mobile patrols and 3 contract
aircraft patrols. This early detection and reports from citizens aid in the quick response from
local fire departments.
FRANCONIA NOTCH CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
Annual Report for 1996
We have just completed our first year under the area volunteers and our Board of
Directors, and it has been a most successful year. Our goal to promote Tourism is grovdng.
The Main Street booth was maintained daily from June till October as well as a twenty-four
hour telephone answering service. During the summer we had 1,983 cars stop, representing
4,969 people. We also operated the Cannon Tramway booth during the summer and fall months.
We mailed 994 packets from booth calls and 11,116 from our ad in Yankee Magazine.
A four-color area brochure was printed and distributed through our booth, mailings, and
trade shows.
Our members organized the Lupine Festival, Frost Bite Follies, Crafts Fair, and
participated in the July 4th parade and June's Rugby weekend. Advertising was done in
Montreal and Boston papers, AAA, and Yankee Magazine. We are currently working on a





FRANCONIA NOTCH CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
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INCOME
Town of Franconia





































Our summer program had a new home base this year We were at the multi-purpose room
at the Lafayette Regional School. Our Director, Wendy LeClair, brought new ideas and our
staff of Brian Frenkiewich, Jennifer Collins, Amy Cyrs, Libby Cassaboom and Sheila King
each added their own special touch. The summer program ran for eight weeks and was filled
with hiking, swimming, sports, arts and crafts, theater and dance. Jean Serine again taught
the children swimming lessons at the Hillwinds pool.
We offered Instructional baseball, farm league, Kttle league and softball teams. Our coaches
were energetic and dedicated. In addition soccer, and basketball games were offered at the
Lafayette Regional School. Over 90 children enjoyed these events.
Our winter program offers a hockey program and free skating at the rink behind the Abby
Greenleaf Library. The rules and hours of operation are posted. This year the
committee is pleased to add Wednesday "Family Night" skating from 4-6 pm. There will be
music to skate by and hot dogs and hot chocolate available at a small charge. A great social
time for skaters of all ages.
Our committee meets monthly to discuss the changing recreational needs of our area and is
interested in supporting and providing recreational activities to meet the needs of our
community. Parent and community ideas and support are welcome.
The recreational programs we offer involve everyone. We are very fortunate to have the
support and dedication of our coaches and parents. We encourage the public to become active






This year has been demanding yet rewarding for the Life Squad members. Our runs have
increased and our training has also increased. We have worked long hours on the plans for our
new RESCUE/AMBULANCE type vehicle. This new vehicle should be in service the first of
the year This will not be a transport vehicle at this time. We would like to thank all of you who
made private donations, and the TOWN OF FRANCONIA for their financial support toward
the purchase of this vehicle.
As well as medical emergencies, the Life Squad responds to assist your Fire Department
on their calls. We also train with them.
I would like to express our appreciation to Franconia, Sugar Hill, and Easton taxpayers for
their continued support of our Squad.
The following is a breakdown of our activity from January through November 1996. We



















Total Fran. S. Hill Easton Other
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PLANNING BOARD
New Developments in 1996:
Subdivisions - The following subdivisions were approved:
• Arthur Chase, 2-lot minor subdivision on Wallace Hill Road
• Jim Powers, 6-lot major subdivision on Easton Road
• Ken Mosedale (KHM Corp.), 6-lot major subdivision on Balancing Rock Road
Extension
Lot-line/Boundary-line - The following lot-line/boundary line adjustments were approved:
• Bunker/Sears, Skyline Drive
• Forest Road turnaround
• Kenney/Burwell, Franconia/Easton boundary
In addition to a busy year of discussions and applications, the Planning Board has
continued to review its regulatory documents with the intention of revising them as necessary.
It also is in the process of computerizing all of its past and present records.
Respectfully submitted,
Robert P Ball, Chairman
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
The Zoning Board ofAdjustment, upon apphcation, reviews and decides on alleged errors in
administrative finding, and grants variances to the Town's Zoning Ordinance to provide rehef
from hardship. The Board also has the authority to grant an exception for use in keeping with
certain provisions of the Ordinance.
The Board does not interpret or revise the ordinance. Rather, we are charged with the straight-
forward application of the provisions of the ordinance to the problems brought before us. We
are empowered to grant special exceptions and variances, on a case-by-case basis, when such
is appropriate and consistent with the letter and spirit of the ordinance.





The following projects were completed by the Franconia Conservation Commission during
1996:
Planting for the Post Office with grass, bulbs, shrubs and perennials. Many of the
perennials were donated by Franconia residents.
The triangle at the intersection of Routes 18 and 116 planted with shrubs,
evergreens and perennials.
Red oak trees planted in front of the Town Hall to replace diseased trees.
Acquisition of the Doolin property on Main Street. Plans are being made to
remove the house and make the area a green space.
In addition:
Support and a contribution for the Blue Bird project was given to the area school
children and the Recreational Program.
Donations were received from the White Mountain Garden Club for the
beautification of Franconia and from Annette Sawyer for a tree to be planted in






The committee's concentration this year has been to find a location for the Franconia
Museum. Early in the year we had a number of conversations and one meeting with Terry
Knowles, Registrar, and Michael DeLucia, Deputy Attorney General, staff members of the
Charitable Trust Division of the N.H. Attorney General's Office. An effortwas made to clarify
legal aspects of the Franconia Museum Trust given by Sarah N. Welch.
In July the Jowders House went on the market, and the members thought it could be an
excellent home for the museum. The Committee's reaction to the availability of the Jowders
House prompted the recommendation that the hbrary-museum project be "annulled." Our bid
on the house was not accepted by the seller She had a better offer. When that offer was
withdrawn in the fall, we made a second offer which was accepted provided the town votes
at Town Meeting to buy the property with the Franconia Museum Trust Fund. In September,
Ms. Knowles and Mr. DeLucia came to Franconia for a meeting with members of the
History-Museum Committee and the Board of Selectmen.
Two informational meetings are planned, one in January and one in February of 1997, to
give people an opportunity to have input into a plan to purchase the Jowders House and to get
information out to people before Town Meeting.
It should be noted that members of the History-Museum Committee have been helping
members of the Franconia Area Heritage Council with the Interpretive Center at the stone
iron furnace. More than 1500 visitors have signed the guest book since the opening of the
center in May of 1994. Mr. Rolando and his team of industrial architects have completed
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IN THE TOWN OF FRANCONIA, NH











Olive Wilson Charles E. Gate Florence Brown
Feb. 1, 1996
Littleton, NH
Mabel Ann Foster John Newhook Tabitha Drake
Feb. 15, 1996
Littleton, NH
Ernest Doolan Not Reported Not Reported
Feb. 20, 1996
Franconia, NH
Doris Eva Baker Porlard Boulay Lillian Morih
Mar. 1, 1996
Littleton, NH
Garold Lee Miller George Miller Bertha Fiske
Mar. 14, 1996
Franconia, NH
Marion E. Holt Herbert Sias Lura Eastman
Mar. 17, 1996
Franconia, NH
Louise Bossie Louis Marchand Philamene Hamel
Mar. 24, 1996
Franconia, NH
Alice K. Hyde LaAvrence Keenan Clara McCourt
Mar. 24, 1996
Franconia, NH
Bertha Cook HarryW Cheney Bertha A. Tucker
Mar 27, 1996
Franconia, NH
Alice A. Ainsw^orth Washington Wilson Bessie Bailey
Apr. 2, 1996
Franconia, NH
George H. Parker, Jr. . George H. Parker, Sr. Edith Snow
Apr. 3, 1996
Franconia, NH
Elsie Ludgate Ernest H. Linden Selma Rosenthal
Apr. 6, 1996
Franconia, NH
Glenna Choate Asa King Nellie Nunn
Apr. 23, 1996
Franconia, NH
Cecille C. Dawson Robert Meserve Gertrude Park
May 25, 1996
Franconia, NH








































Hugh F Henderson EUzabeth Hallet
Erving B. Conant Daisy (unknown)




Onesime Routhier Genaie Morin
Rena Chase
Alphonse J. Lavoie Hildegard Daly





DAILY 1:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.
SELECTMENS' MEETINGS (Wednesday) 2:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.
TOWN CLERK'S OFFICE
823-7752
TUESDAY 8:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
WEDNESDAY 12 noon to 2:00 p.m.
SATURDAY (2nd & 4th of each month) 10:00 a.m. to 12 noon
TAX COLLECTOR'S OFFICE
823-7752
WEDNESDAY 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.
PLANNING BOARD
823-7752
TUESDAY (2nd & last of each month) 7:30 p.m.
THURSDAY (office hours) 1 :00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.
TRANSFER STATION
MONDAY 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
TUESDAY CLOSED
WEDNESDAY 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
THURSDAY CLOSED
FRIDAY 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
SATURDAY 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
SUNDAY 12 noon to 5:00 p.m.
ABBIE GREENLEAF LIBRARY
823-8424
MONDAY 2:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.
TUESDAY 2:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.
WEDNESDAY 2:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.
THURSDAY 10:00 a.m. to 12 noon
2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.
FRIDAY 2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.
SATURDAY 10:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
FIRE - POLICE - LIFE SQUAD - EMERGENCY PHONE
911

